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CHRIST IS RISEN. 


Send the message far and wide 
On this gladsome Eastertide, 
Christ is risen, Lord of glory, 
Let all earth repeat the story ; 
Easter bells in gladness ring, 
Welcome to our risen King: 


Hallelujah! Christ is risen. 


Waft the news to every land— 

To Afric’s gloom and India’s strand, 

To isles of sea, kingdoms dying— 

“ Christ is risen,” death defying ; 

Easter songs in gladness sing, 

Death has lost its venomed sting, 
Hallelujah! Christ is risen. 


— Exchange. 


a 
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STATEMENT OF AIMS AND PLANS OF THE WORLD MISSION- 
ARY CONFERENCE: EDINBURG, 1910. A 


Tue Present SITUATION. 


t 


The twentieth century has opened a new and fateful chapter in the history of the 
world, The rapid progress in the unification of the world is one of the most startling 
features of our modern life. The problem of the relations of the different races to one 


-another threatens to dwarf all other problems of the century. Some common ground 


on which men may meetin the spirit of brotherhood must be found if the world is 
to be saved from disastrous conflict, and the Christian Church is called to accomplish 
this tremendvuus task through the assertion of the unity of mankind in Jesus Christ. 

The contact of the East and the ‘West is, at the same time, giving rise to a 
ferment of ideas in the world of human thought. It. is hardly possible that the hoary 
civilisations of Asia should be’ ‘subjected to the inrush of new ideas without an intel- 
lectual upheaval comparable to the movement that shook the life of Europe at the 
Renaissance, and possibly surpassing it. in the far-reaching influence of its effects. Such 
a period of living mental activity at once affords an exceptional opportunity for the 
rapid spread of Christian ideas, and constitutes a peril that wiil make severe demands 
on. the courage and faith of the Christian Church. ‘ 

OF no less significance from the Christian. point of view is fhe awakening of a new 
national spirit among non-Christian peoples. If enlightened and. quickened by a true 
vision of Christ, this new spirit may be the means of regenerating the national life ; 
while, on the other hand, if Christ should seem in the eyes of these peoples to be 
western only, it may build up barriers that may exclude His gospel from these lands 
for centuries. ; 

While the new situation thus overwhelms us with a gense of. crisis, it at the same 
time opens to faith the inspiring prospect of the completion of the body of Christ 
through the ingathering of the nations, and of a richer understanding of the Son of 
Man when sons of men among every ‘people have found themselv res in Him. 

In the presence of so urgent an opportunity, the old motives impelling us to 
missionary effort gain an added strength. Our experience. of, the, mercy of God in 
Christ, the command : ‘of our Lord, the crying need of the world, the love of Christ— 
these things still constrain us. 


Tun Nerp ror CoNFERENCE. | . 


The magnitude of the issues at stake calls for conference. Among different 
branches of the Church there is a- growing recognition of their obligation to the non- 
Christian world, anda deepening consciousness of the community of the task before 
them. The attempt must be made to see the task as a whole, to question fearlessly 
the adequacy of existing «forts and methods, and to inquire earnestly how we may 
most worthily discharge our responsibilities. In our consideration of the problems 
that have to be solved, there is. much that we ean learn-from one another. The ex- 
perience painfully gained in one mission field will shed light upon the difficulties that 
are being met with in another. 

No united effort has as yet been made to subject the plans and ‘methods of the 
whole missionary enterprise to searching investigation, and to co-ordinate missionary 


. 
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experience from all parts of the world. In seriously undertaking this task the World 
Missionary Conference of 1910 will be distinguished from all previous missionary con 
ferences, while the thoroughly representative character, which is already assured to it, 
fit it for making a unique contribution to the advancement of the kingdom of God. 


CONSTITUTION OF THE CONFERENCE. 


The arrangements for the Conference are in hands of a General Committee com- 
posed of representatives of the Missionary Societies in the United Kingdom. This 
General Committee has appointed an Executive Committee consisting of thirty mem- 
bers, besides those who are members ex officio. The British Committees have the 
advantage of the counsel and co-operation of en American Executive Committee re- 
presenting the Missionary Societies in North America, and of the “Ausschuss der 
deutschen evangelischen Missions-gesellschaften” representing the German Missionary 
Societies, and are in regular correspondence with the other Missionary Societies on 
the continent of Europe, and with the Societies in the British Colonies and other 
parts of the world. 

The Conference is one of Missionary Societies and Committees convened to con- 
sider missionary plans and methods. It is therefore not a gathering that is in any 
wily constituted for the discussion of matters of doctrine or ecclesiastical polity which 
at present separate Christians from one another. Accordingly it has been clearly laid 
down that all-such matters regarding which the. co-operating Churches or: Societies 
differ among themselves shall be excluded from purview of the Conference. 


APPOINTMENT OF COMMISSIONS. 


Under instructions from the General Committee of the Conference, an International 
Committce, consisting of eleven British and five American members, and three from 
the continent of Europe, met at Oxford in July 1908 and spent six days together in 
planning the work and programme of the Conference. In accordance with its recom- 
mendations it has been decided that eight Commissions, each having not more than 
twenty members, should be appointed to make during the next eighteen months a 
thorough investigation of some of the larger missionary problems. No separate Com- 
mission has been appointed to deal with what has been generally known as “ Women’s 
Work,” but women have been appointed as members of most of the Commissions, and 
this important department of missionary work will receive full consideration. While 
regard has been had to making the Commissions as representative as possible, the 
guiding principle in their appointment has been to select those who are believed to 
have some special knowledge of, or interest in, the subjects to be investigated. Each- 
Commission will be expected to present a printed Report, which it is hoped will be 
in the hands of the members of the Conference a month before the Conference begins. 
The Report will conclude with a set of “findings” representing the opinions of at 
least a majority of the members of the Commission on the subject under review. 
Along with the “findings” the Commission will be expected to publish a sufficient 
body of carefully sifted material to indicate clearly the grounds on which the con- 
elusions have been reached. By this plan two results will be secured,—first, the 
gathering together for purposes of reference of the ripest missionary experience from 
all parts of the world; and secondly, the judgment of a body of able men and WORER 
who haye devoted special study to the subject, regarding the practical policy which, 
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this experience seems to show to be the best. The subjects of the Commissions and 
the names of the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen are as follows :— 


CoRRESPONDING MEMBERS oF COMMISSIONS. 


In order to allow of the Commissions meeting for conference and discussion, 
membership has been restricted to those resident in Great Britain and America, and 
on the continent of Europe. The European and the American sections of the Com- 
missions will work as co-operating Committees. There will be associated with the 
Commissions as corresponding members the missionaries in the different mission fields 
best qualified to give counsel, and expert information on the various subjects to be 
investigated. Further, in view of the growing desire and ability of the Churches in 
Mission lands to co-operate with the Churches of the West in the evangelisation of 
the world, and of the great advantage of having the opinions of competent Native 
Christians regarding many of the matters under review, leaders of indigenous churches 
in the mission field will also be a-sociated with the Commissions as corresponding 
members. It is hoped in this way to gather together and to make available for the 
whole Church the most varied and ripest experience of missionary workers in all 
parts of the world. 


Tur CoNFERENCE PROPER. 


The Conference will be held in Edinburgh, and will begin on Tuesday, 14th June 
1910. It will continue for a period of about ten days. The programme and procedure 
of the Conference are still under consideration. It is evident, however, that an im- 
portant part of its work will be the thorough discussion of the Reports of the Com- 
missions by the representative assembly of missionary leaders from’ all parts of the 
world. There will also be an opportunity for the presentation of some of the 
important missionary questions which have not been assigned to a Commission 
for investigation. Associated with the Conference of official delegates there will 
be meetings of a public character, for the purpose of bringing home to the mind 
of the Christian Church the true nature, difficulty, and glory of the missionary 
enterprise. 


DELEGATES. 


Membership of the Conference will be restricted to official delegates, the number 
of whom will not exceed eleven hundred. Apart from one hundred delegates who 
may be specially nominated by the British and American Executive Committees, the 
delegates will be appointed by the various Missionary Societies on a definite basis of 
representation. Every Society administering funds and sending out missionaries for 
the propagation of the Gospel among non-Christian peoples, and possessing an annual 
home income of £2000 and over, will be entitled to one representative, and Societies 
having £4000 of income and upwards will be entitled to two representatives, with 
an additional representative for every further £4000 of income. The delegates may 
be members or secretaries of the Society, missionaries from the field, or representa- 
tives of Mission Churches connected with the Society. It is hoped that each Mis- 
sionary Society will make an effort to secure the presence at the Conference of some 
of its most experienced missionaries, and also of some representatives of the Churches 
in its mission fields. 
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MOKPO STATION REPORT. 


SouTHERN PRESBYTERIAN Mission. 


After three years of partnership with Kwangju, doing business under the firm-name , 
of Mokpo-Kwangju, Mokpo Station now steps out to set up the King’s business for 
itself at the old stand. And while the business of the past year has been conducted 
on the basis of a partnership with Kwangju almost as intimate as previously, and the 
yearly statement might easily be again a joint one, yet in view of the approaching 
dissolution it has been thought best to issue the final inventory with special reference 
to the future division of the business. While, therefore, we mention in this report 
only that which immediately concerns Mokpo, we gratefully acknowledge and record 

our appreciation of the invaluable counsel and co-operation of our Kwangju partners, 
which have contributed so largely to the successful accomplishment of a hazardous, 
because untried, venture in missionary endeavor. 


PERSONAL MENTION. 


Pursuant to the directions issued at the last annual meeting, Mr. Preston re-opened 
the Mokpo branch early in October, thoroughly renovating the houses, buying a little 
land, and obtaining a supply of good water. Of the new workers assigned to the post, 
Rey. and Mrs. Knox joined him Nov. 18th, Miss Knox and Mr. McCallie a. month 
later after a sojourn at Kunsan, and Dr. Birdman on Feb. 5th; while, under the escort 
of Dr. Wilson, Mrs. Preston arrived Feb. 25th with baby Miriam and a new recruit, 
Miss Annie Shannon Preston, aged 4 mos. 

Rev. and Mrs. F. 8. Curtis spent the months of Noy. and Dec. with. us in work 
among the Japanese; but not the least work in Mokpo of these beloved friends was 
their inestimable help in home making, their rare fellowship, good cheer’ and. help- 
fulness to the new missionaries in those “first days” in Korea, when the romantic 
enchantment that distance lends has given place to the stern reality of the ubiquitous 
Korean, with his indefinable odors and unspeakable language; in those “ first days,” 
when sombre Korea, in earth and sea and sky, dons her somberest hues, and all other 
missionary hardships dwindle into insignificance before the greatest of all—mere 
living outside U.S. A. 

The situation at Mokpo this year was unique in that so many new workers were 
grouped together. Indeed, in this respect, it was not unlike the pioneering exper- 
jences of the earlier missionaries. In reviewing the year, however, we have only 
praise to God for his manifold leadings and blessings amid no small amount of afflic- 
tion. Our beloved physician, Dr. Birdman, lay for weeks desperately ill at Kobe, on 
-route to his station. God graciously raised him up and he arrived in Mokpo just in 
time to minister to Mrs: Knox, who was lying critically ill. Thanks be unto Him 
who gave them both health and strength again, and raised them up, we trust, to long 
years of usefulness in Korea. We are deeply grateful to Dz. Daniel and Miss Kestl- 
er, Dr. Owen and Dr. Wilson, who left their work and ministered to us in our need. 


Tur Last Srraw. 


Sickness of mind and. of body, domestic struggles amid unwonted vonditions, with 
tied tohgues—these are things which try the stoutest hearts; but by the help of the , 
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Lord these were all met and overcome. What broke our spirit finally was the report 
of the Executive Committee to the General Assembly, published in all the home 
papers, describing Mokpo: ‘ What prevents Mokpo from ever becoming a successful 
Mission Station is lack of Koreans and lack of water.” This spectre of an unknown 
past, rising Cassandra like and pointing a bony finger at spirits already overwrought, 
was too much. Not even the splendid inspiration of our local congregation, without 
a superior in the Mission, nor the opportunities afforded by our 10,000 Korean towns- 
people, whose numbers are rapidly swelling, nor the comfort of our forty foot well of 
abundant, freestone water, could quite suffice to reassure us in the face of the letters 
of inquiry from home that poured in upon us: ‘ Who did sin, you or the Mission 
or the Committee, that you were placed upon that barren rock ?” 
We feel that it is indeed time that we were giving an account of ourselves. 


EVANGELISTIC. 


This work has been under the direction of Mr. Preston, who has been assisted as 
formerly by his evangelistic helper, Elder Im Sung Ok. The churches have main- 
tained two evangelists in the field, who have done good work. Owing to pressure of 
the local work, Mr. Preston was able to spend but two weeks in the country up to 
April 1st; and while results were doubtless much curtailed, the work shows a gratify- 
ing progress over last year. There are altogether thirty one meeting places, of which 
21 are well established groups, all of which but’ two have neat houses of worship. 
These number 446 communicants, of whom 163 were baptized this year, and the total 
contributions amounted to Yen 2347.16 ($1173.58). A total of 736 were examined for 
baptism and the catechmenate. Although only one man has been employed on Mission 
money, active evangelistic work by private members has been carried on, particularly 
by the local Church, whose. influence has been felt throughout the circuit. This 
Church now numbers 130 baptized members, and gave to all causes upwards of Yen 
1200.00 ($600.00). Church services and Sunday School are well attended, four Bible 
Classes have been taught by the members, besides a class for Sunday School teachers 
and a Bible Class taught weekly by Mr. Preston. The local church was greatly 
refreshed by a week’s evangelistic service conducted in January by Rey. K. P. Yi, our 
home Missions’ evangelistic in Chaeju. The Training Class was held jointly with Kwang- 
ju, with nearly one-third the total attendance from this field. 

One striking feature of the country work has been the spread of the gospel among 
the islands, of which there are many score in this region. No less than ten haye been 
lately opened up. We earnestly call the attention of the Mission to the possibilities and’ 
opportunities of this great archipaeligo committed to us, which while presenting peculiar: 
difficulties, represents one-third the total population of this Station’s field of work, which: 
in turn is one-third the population of South Chulla Province. We suggest the advis- 
ability of securing an additional evangelist specially qualified and equipped for this’ 
particular work. 

In the work among the jomen and children, Mr. Preston and Miss Knox have been~ 
active, entertaining visitors and visiting in the homes of the people. Mrs. Preston, after 
her return, devoted a month to special Bible instruction of the women. 


EpuUcATIONAL. 


- 


Our constituency have manifested the same feverish interest in education that: has» 
» 
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characterized every section of this country. Though we have maintained eight schools 
with 232-scholars, there has been little real. educational progress outside Mokpo. Here 
however, progress. has been marked. We have at. last succeeded in securing a good 
teacher of Western learning in the person of Mr. Nam-kung, who resigned a fine position 
in the Customs to come to us April Ist. A neat stone building, 40 X 42, which is being 
backed by the First Church, Spartanburg, 8. C., and named by them .for their pastor, 
“The John Watkins Academy,” is in process of erection. It is our purpose to con- 
centrate our efforts, and make of this school a first-class academy, drawing to it represen- 
tatives from every church in our district.. The enrolment last year was 88. Thanks are 
due Dr. Birdman for instruction in physiology, Singing and Drilling in the Spring term. 

A Gres’ Scroon was established in the fall, enrolling 44 pupils and continuing until 
the middle of June. We had only a native teacher of the old school until the last 
month, when Mrs. Preston and Miss Knox assisted an hour each per day for a month. 
We have the prospect of a fine teacher of modern education beginning with fall term, 
and’ are urgently in need of @ nice building for the girls. The Mokpo Church has 
paid one-half the running expenses of both schools. 


or MEeEpIcAL. 

The medical work on behalf of Mokpo in the past years, though ‘spasmodic, has 
been of such a high quality as to make the Mokpo people ,deeply appreciative of 
Western material medical and surgery. Hence when the third Doctor who has been 
sent to them arrived Feb. 5th, the sick people were lined up waiting for him. Dr. 
Birdman opened up a clinic on the very day of his arcival (though still very weak 
from his recent illness) and continued it in the little Dispensary uatil his summer 
vacation in June holding afternoon clinics from two o’clock until five or six, and 
studying in thé morning. He was assisted by Mr. Suh, Dr. Nolan’s former assistant, 
and much’ assistance in translation was rendered him in the clinie by Mr. Preston 
and Mr. Nam-kung.. About 1000 individual new cases were treated, of which 450 
-were classed under acute or chronic surgery. An adequate Dispensary building is 
an urgent and immediate need. “There is no doubt,’ says Dr. Birdman: in ‘his 
report, ‘‘ medical, mission work is very much appreciated by ihe Korean people. ‘They: 
are tired of eating dried snake skins, tiger claws and turtle shells and other peculiar 
things as medicine; they hesitate to have their flesh punctured by rusty needles and 
be burned with red-hot irons. Western medicine and treatment has gained the con- 
fidence of most of our Korean friends, and the (Gospel in connection with these is 
finding an entrance into the hearts and homes of many. Weare locking with bright 
prospects to the future and hope Mokpo will possess at no distant day a hospital for 
the sick and a home for the Doctor.” 


LANGUAGE STUDY. 


The chief work of the Station this year has been language study.. Five of our 
“four new workers have bravely endeavored to “break in” that bucking little’ 
broncho, .“ Chosun Mal,” (Korean Language). Mrs. Knox: was incapacitated for study 
by Icng continued illness. With what success they can keep their seats in the saddle, 
the judges will determine. ~ Considerable difficulty has been experienced in finding 
proper * Mapus,” to: continue the figure (here meaning language teachers), which: has 
been heightened. by the large demand; but as a rule, faithful,daily work has. been 
attempted in spite of many. distractions incident to sickness, crowded quarters and 
housekeeping duties. 

In company with the senior missionary, each of the new workers has made one. 
or more itinerating trips into the country, thus gaining at once a view of the work 
and practice on the language. 

In conclusion we would say that the work of the Station has been marked by. 
harmony and co-operation throughout the year. We thank God for the privilege of 
standing out here in the midst.of the great harvest field. Grant that the time may 
not be far distant when each one of us may be able to grasp the sharp sickle of 
God’s Word in the Korean tongue and, through the burden and heat of the day, 
until the evening shadows, bend strong shoulders to the stupendous task of gathering 
in: our Dord’s golden, waiting harvest! 
| Bi For the Station, 

\ be 3 J. F. Presron, See’y. 
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EDITORIAL. 


We print in this issue of the Field extracts from the “Statement of Aims and 
Plans” of the World Missionary Conference to be held in Edinburg, beginning June 
14th, 1910 and continuing for a period of about ten days: In connection with the various 
papers, which are being sent to the corresponding members of the eight commissions, 
by Mr. J. H. Oldham, the Secretary of the General Committee, there is one entitled. 
“A Call to Prayer.” “This list of suggested subjects is issued in the confidence that. 
some will recognise a special call to take part in continued intercession on behalf of 
the conference. The possibilities of the conference are very great, in as much as:— 

(1). It will be throughly representative of the missionary forces at work through- 
out the world. 

(2) Its aim is to subject the principles and methods of the missionary enterprise 
to a fresh review, in the light of the new conditions that have arisen in most mission 
fields.: 

The word conference is used to cover not merely the actual meetings in June - 
1910, but also the preliminary work of enquiry which has already begun. 

The opportunity and crisis in the- mission fields is a call to seek great things 
from God. We have need to ask for things altogether beyond our present experience 
—that there may be given to the Church a vision of its world-wide task, a more 
perfect obedience to the will of God, a new passion of love and victorious confidence 
of faith. If Christians throughout the world unite in seeking these things, God cer- 
tainly will give them, according to the emphatic teaching of our Lord, who proclaims 
it as a law of the spiritual world that ‘every one that asketh receiveth, and he that 
seeketh findeth, ” 

The subjects for which especial prayer is asked are as follows: God All in All; 
The Preparations for the Conference ; The Commissions of Enquiry ; The Co-operating 
Churches and Societies; The Church in the Mission Field; The Awakening of the 
Church ; Unity. 

We trust that especial attention will be given to the “Call to Prayer” by the 
missionaries in Korea. No missionary conference or conyention of the past history 
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of the Church has had such a wide scope or such far reachifg plans as is contemplat- 
ed for this conference of 1910. Every phase and condition of the missionary enterprise 
will come within the purview of this conference. Let us sincerely pray that’ the 
evangelization of the world may be hastened a whole decade as a result of the find- 
ings of this great gathering of Christians whose motto is, The World for Christ. 


After writing the short editorial in our last issue in regard to the advisability of 
properly commemorating the date of the Quarter Centennial of missions in Korea, we 
received a communication from Rev. W. D. Reynolds, D.D., Chairman of the General 
Council of Missions, stating that in his opinion some steps should be taken looking 
toward a proper celebration of the day. Dr. Reynolds is reader to hear motions pro 
or con. 


There has just come to our table a printed copy of the Annual report of the 
Korea AGEency of the British and Foreign Bible Society, for 1908. While Mr. Hugh 
Miller the Agent is in America on furlough the Rev. H. O. T. Burkwall of Canton, 
China, is Acting Agent in charge with Rev. F. G. Vesey, as Sub-Agent. One of the 
features of the report which makes it very valuable is the Historical Sketch of the 
work of the Society in Korea for the past quarter of a century. This “ Historical 
Sketch” was compiled from various sources by Rev. H. O. T. Burkwall. A very 
interesting part of the report is that portion in which testimonials to the efficiency 
of the Bible Society in the work of evangelizing Korea is recorded. Among these 
testimonials the one from Dr. Gale depicts in a true way the beginnings of mission 
work in this country and the important part the Bible and its Society has played 
throughout the whole history of Protestant missions in Korea. Dr. Gale, says: “In 
view of the interest in Bible study that we see manifested to-day, my thoughts go back to 
1891, eighteen yéars ago. when Dr. Moffett and I walked’ 700 miles through this 
country telling the Gospel here and there, and making enquiries as to whether there 
were any who knew Jesus. Bui all was darkness of the densest kind. 

In Pyeng Yang, to-day the center of Christian influence, we did not meet a 
single man who had ever read God’s word or known definitely of a savior. Only in 
Wija on the Yalu, did we get out of the awful shadow of the wilderness, a wilder- 
ness full of demons, rags, dogs, unburied dead, vermin, squalor, filth and whatnot, 
with no Peter Paul or John to speak to us. Was there ever such a wilderness? At 
Wiju, however, there was light, for the missionary had been there, and especially the 
Agents of British and Foreign Bible Society. They had come and gone, had unloaded 
a cargo of Bibles among these heathen, and oh, the difference! You could feel it, 


though I cannot describe it to you. How delightful the stay of a week or so.” 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF KWANGJU STATION. 
SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN MISSION. 


INTRODUCTORY. 


Though this station has a somewhat larger territory to work than any of our 
other stations it has had but the two ordained workers during the year. Mr. Préston, 
though located at Mokpo, has continued the oversight of a few groups near the 
Kwangju station statistics of which are included above. Miss Graham arrived in 
November, and Dr. Wilson in March.. Both of these have had to give their time 
almost exclusively to language study. For these two new workers we are deeply. 
grateful to God and trust the others, so badly needed, will soon be sent. Though we 
have been thus very inadequately manned we have had another year of blessings and 
real and substantial progress has been made. ‘This is largely due to the untirins 
efforts of a zealous, and consecrated native Christian constituency. We would like all 
to understand that: the results obtained are due in a large measure to these faithful 
native Christians under the blessing of God. 


Locan Work At KWwANGJU. 


This work during the past year has been under the care of Mr, Bell, assisted by 
the other members of the station. Mr. Kim Yun Su has been installed as local 
leader and has giveu eflicient and invaluable assistance: Always on hand, bright, 
cheerful and willing to do all in his power, and a most liberal contribytor to all 
causes. He has taken charge of the work in the absence of the missionaries, acted as 
Sunday-school superintendant and taken his tum with the other native brethren 
Wednesday nights leading prayer meetings which have been left entirely to the con- 
duct of the men of the church. 

The man was converted at Mokpo and was so highly esteemed i onr beloved 
Mr. Junkin that he once remarked that the Mokpo work would have been well 
worth while even though this one had been the only convert there. 

The ee ace at the local church have shown a slight increase, now number- 
ing about 125, some 25 of whom were examined during the year, 18 received into the 
eatechumen class. and 4 baptized. 

In addition to the regular attendants there are quite a number of substantial 
families about town, who having heard the truth, are favorably disposed towards the 
Gospel and attend church irregularly. 

This congregation, though small in numbers, and smaller still in resources, has 
followed the custom of Korean Christians elsewhere and exhibited the same missionary 
zeal. In addition to unremunerated efforts by the rank and file of members, doing 
local preaching and going to conduct services and Sunday-schools at nearby mission 
poiats, the congregation in the spring decided to support an evangelist for all his 
time, to preach among the villages where there are as yet no professing Christians. 
Mr. Kwak was selected and has been doing faithful work for some months. 


_ Srupy CiAssEs. 


The problem of properly instructing our large constituency and training efficient 
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and faithful leaders has continued to confront us and we have continued the policy of 
holding Bible Study classes, following the graded four years’ course of study as laid 
out by the Mission. 

These classes are of two kinds. First, local and special classes among the country 
groups, taught either by one or two missionaries or some of the more advanced 
leaders and, helpers. In this work the two ordained missionaries have assisted each 
other in one class each lasting’ a week, and numerous sim'lar classes have been held 
so that almost every part of the field has been reached in this way. Second, im 
addition to these classes among the country groups, two more formal and general 
classes have been held at the station. The first, lastine for two weeks, was for men 
and held in February. This was attended by 370 of our leading Christians who were 
graded into four divisions. In this class the members of the station were assisted by 
Rey. Ye Poong, home missionary to Cheyju, Mr. Harrison and Mr. Preston. Mr. Ye 
gave us some strong gospel preaching daily and some invaluable conferences were held 
in addition to the regular course of study. y 
_ The second general class was one for women. This. was held the last of February 
and attended by about 170 women repzesenting 17 different groups: of Christians. 
This class was conducted by Mrs. Owen and Mrs. Bell, assisted by Dr. Owen and Mr. 
Bell. Miss Graham also gave some valuable assistance in more perfectly teaching the 
tunes of some of our Gospel hymns. We feel that both of these classes resulted in a 
great blessing to our work. 

Especially have we reason to believe that the home life of the Christians will be 
improved. There was a conviction of sin and a general spiritual uplift which was 
very gratifying to those in charge. 


WorK AMONG THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 


This work has been conducted by Mrs. Owen and Mrs. Bell, and though their 
efforts haye been greatly lampered by a lack of properly trained Bible women, yet 
a great deal has been done. We are sorry to say that Mrs. Owen’s very efficient and 
valuable helper, Mrs. Kim, has returned to Seoul. Though she has had one or two 
others under special instruction she has been unable to secure another suitable helper. 
Mrs. Bell also had a very bright and promising woman under instruction for a while, 
but her husband being unwilling to live at Kwangju, they returned to their home in 
the country. But in spite of these drawbacks these ladies have accomplished a great 
deal. Besides teaching their own children they have been conducted model Christian 
homes which have been object lessons to the surrounding community and a large 
number of visitors from afar who have heard something of the Gospel story or receiy- 
ed a printed page. They: have attended the native services, meeting and encouraging 


the women, have visited in their homes and in turn entertained numbers of them. 


Mrs. Owen has also held a most important and helpful Bible class for women on 


--Thursday mornings, which was attended. by a goodly number of the church women. 
Miss Graham taught arithmetic in the boys’ and girls’ schools during the spring, and 


Mrs. Bell had charge of the girls’ school for some weeks and gave lessons in, sewing 
and: calisthenics. Miss Graham has applied herself faithfully to the study of the 
language,. and will soon be ready for the first year’s examination. Our urgent need 
is for more workers among women and children, and we will hail with delight the 
day ‘when we have anything like an adequate force, to take charge of the work and 
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train the necessary assistants. This department presents a most altractive and inviting 
field. Results already obtained, as evidenced by the goodly congregations of _bright- 
faced women at church, and some most interesting cases, indicate something of the 
joy and reward that await her who, having obtained an adequate knowledge of the 
language, is able to give herself wholly to this great work of training the present 
and future mothers of the Korean homes. 

One of the most faithful attendants at church is an old blind woman who lives 
about a mile and a half away, and in cold or heat, led by a little grandson, never 
misses a Sunday unless providentially hindered. After understanding the sin of having 
any relics of devil worship she asked one of the ladies te go destroy the fetishes in 
her house, and at the appointed time gladly gave them over to be burned, while the 
horror stricken neighbors looked on with fear and trembling. Originally she came to 
church out of curiosity and remained to believe. 

Another woman, equally as faithful, was driven to the church by the death of a 
favorite son who was a consistent believer and from whom she had doubtless heard 
something of the Good News. Both of these women seem happy in their new faith. 


Mepican Work. 


Owing to the resignation from the Mission of our Station doctor to accept a 
position with the American Gold Mining Co., in the north of Korea, and the late 
arrival of Dr. Wilson, no regular medical work has been done at this station during 
the year. Dr. Wilson arrived in March but wisely decided to take the advice of the 
Mission and devote himself exclusively to language study for the few months, realiz- 
ing that a knowledge of the language is a prime requisite and also that it is of the 
utmost importance to establish systematic habits of study during the first months on 
the field. 

We are thankful to say that with a few minor exceptions the health of the station 
has been good and no prolonged medical treatment has heen necessary. Dr. Wilson 
will soon be ready to hold afternoon clinics and a large and important life work 
awaits him. A few bright school boys are eager to begin as his assistants with a view 
to studying medicine later. He has also engaged a most promising Christian young 
man from the local church as his chief assistant? The dispensary is about complete 
and a small supply of drugs is on hand, but the modest hospital, for which we are 
asking and whicn is to cost about $5000 is yet unprovided for. We trust that Dr. 
Wilson’s zeal and faith will not be severely tested by being required to wait a great 
length of time for the necessary equipment to undertake his life work, preparation 
for which has cost him so many years of laborious study. 


ScHoot Work. 


Probably the greatest advance at this station has been in the educational work. 


Not that we now have large results to report, but because the work, all being new,. 


has been slow to develop in this department, 

Last year we had yery little indeed to report. We now have 23 primary schools 
with 309 pupils. A beginning has been made at Kwangju with schools for both boys 
and girls. At the boys’ schools there were more than thirty enrolled with an average 
attendance of about 20. At the girls’ school there were seventeen who attended 


regularly, About half of these were’ Christian girls from the country. and boarded in: 
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the school. The local congregation, in addition to their other activities practically 
supported the boy’s school. A great difficulty is encountered in securing suitable 
teachers and we have concluded that our first work is to train efficient teachers. A 
few from this field attended the Normal Class at Chunju in January and some twenty. 
will go to a similar class at Kunsan in the summer. Thirteen of the school boys in 
Mr. Bell’s field united with the church during the year. (Statistics on this point are 
not in from the rest of the field.) Around all the schools is thrown a strong evan- 
gelistic spirit and religious exercises and Bible study are insisted on. The boys of the 
local Kwangju school are marked with reference to church and prayer meeting 
attendance in the same way as they are at school. 

The plans for educational work ar this station include a fully eudieped middle 
school or academy for boys and a similar school for girls to be located here at Kwang- 
ju. These are in addition to and are to be fed from, local primary schools at each 
church. » Both of these academies are as yet entirely unprovided for and afford an 
inviting proposition for some liberal minded steward of the Lord to make a wise and 


profitable investment of about $3000. 


NORTHWESTERN CIRCUIT—MR. BELL. 


The circuit embraces six whole countries and parts of two others. There are 35 
regular meeting places and 26 church buildings. 132 were baptized during the past 
year and the communicant roll now numbers 429, who together with the catechumens 
and adherents, gave to all causes during the year the laudable sum of $826.69 U. S. 
currency. This divided by the number of baptized Christians makes an average con- 
tribution of about $2.00 per member, which is most remarkable when one knows any- 
thing of their extreme poverty. Mr. Bell, in addition to the evangelistic work on 
this circuit, the local work at Kwangju, and building the single ladies’ home spent a 
week helping Dr. Owen in a study class, two weeks on a trip to help in the Kunsan 
station class and two months on a trip to Pyengyang where he taught theology, and 
exegesis of Ephesians and Joshua in our union Presbyterian Theological Seminary of 
Korea. In the evangelistic work he is assisted by seven native helpers, all but one 
of whom give all their time to the work. Only two of these are paid by the Mission, 
the other five being supported by the native church, supplemented by what they earn 
themselves. 

This circuit is subdivided into five divisions, each division being under the special 
care of one of these native workers, leaving two helpers as general assistants to the 
- missionary to go over the whole field. At most of the meeting places there is a local 
leader and one or more acting deacons. As formerly, bi-monthly meetings for prayer, 
conference and study have been held with these leaders and helpers. Several of them 
are taking their regular course of study for helpers laid down by the Council. Two 
elders have been elected and are pursuing the regular course of study preliminary to 
examination and installation. One of these will soon be ordained. The other will 
continue his studies with a view to being ordained some months later. From this 
circuit there is one candidate who has completed his second year at the Theological 
Seminary and also two other applicants who will probably begin their Seminary 
course next year. One hundred and forty-five from this circuit attended the Kwangju 
study class: Though the counties composing this field have been in a very disturbed 
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condition and there has been much desultory fighting between the Korea insurgents 
and the Japanese soldiers and though the poor have suffered many indignities and 
hardships that are almost necessarily associated with the disturbed condition of the 
country, most gratifying progress has been made. Expecially is this true in develop- 
ing the organization of the churches and training leaders and helpers. There have 
been a few sad lapses into sin. followed by the necessary discipline, and failing to 
secure repentance two or three communicants have been expelled. There is no more: 
gratifying feature of the work than to note the solicitation and anxiety felt by the 
Christians forthe salvation of their unconverted neighbors and relatives. 
At Youngshin a little 13 yr. old school boy with tears persuaded his mother to: 
come to church. ’ Last spring she passed a good examinatin, and happy in her new-- 
‘found faith was baptized in March. ; 
Mrs. Pang at Shinchone>-wept for joy when her husband became a Christian. 
because of his'better treatment of her. She then dec*ded to become a Christian 
herself. 
At Paichee old Mrs. Ye continues to give pratcically all her time to teaching 
other women and sewing that she may give all her hard earnings to the church. 
Seven from the Yumso group, while confined for two weeks on a false charge, 
‘held prayer meetings and church services in. the prison and preached to all who would 


listen. 
One little embryo church on an island off the west coast was broken up’ by several 


years of intolerable persecution. But most of the members rcmoved to the mainland 
to villages where there were churches and cast in their lot with the believers. 

At each of the 35 groups on this circuit there are those who are living bright 
triumphant Christian lives, whose faith makes them joyful and happy. Not a few. 
have already crossed over the river, witnessing to their joy and peace as they took 
their departure. Mrs. Ye at Shinchone left, leaving three fatherless children. ~The 
two boys are cared for by the missionaries and are studying in the Kwangju boys’ 
school, and the little girl was adopted by one of the local Christians. 

No greater joy will await the missionary than to meet those on the other siden 
who have gone on before. 


SOUTHERN AND SOUTH-EASTERN CIRCUIT—DR. OWEN. 


The territory of this field is entirely new. Most of the groups are not more'than 
two years old. With the exception of assisting Mr. Bell in a country class and 
assistance given the local work, Dr. Owen has been free to give his whole time to the: 
evangelistic work on this circuit, : 

‘He was interrupted some by sickness but he has taken many long ‘and fatiguing: 
trips into virgin fields sowing seed broadcast. As a result there has been a marverous. 
growth and development of the work on this circuit. Compared with last year’s orn 
it has probably:advanced more than any work in’South Chulla.  —~ ¢ ) 

This field: embraces 13 whole countries and parts of two others, and about three 
times as large as one man can work thoroughly. There is only: one native” helper) 
giving all his time to the work but. the rank and file of the Christians haye con=. 
tributed most liberally of their time and means, and Dr. Owen records most grateful+ 
ly the invaluable assistance given by the native brethren. There are now: about’ 20: 
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groups. of believers which is about double what there were last year. Sixty-six were 
baptized during the year making a total of 125 communicants. Thus the roll has more 
than doubled during the year. There are now 439° catechumens on the rol], more 
than three-fourths of whom were received during the past year. There are now 17: 
church and chapel: buildings, nine of which were built during the year. Schools and 
pupils have increased more than one hundred per cent. Thus it. will be seen that: 
the work has more than doubled during the past year in all its departments. 

, Equally gratifying is the remarkable contributions which these! infant Christians, 
have made to the work of the Lord. In spite of their short experience in the 
Christian’s life end their extreme poverty they gave the astonishing sam of $418.10,, 
U.S. currency, to the various causes of the church. Dividing this by the number of 
baptized believers makes an average contribution of $3.34 per member. Contrary to 
what we often find at home, a comparatively small sum was expended for church and 
congregational expenses, but most liberal offerings were made for oe and 
extending the work. ix iy 
~ A most interesting feature ‘of the work on this circuit during the year was the 
concentration, of effort on the magistracies. It is well known to missionaries in Korea 
that the country villages are mone easily reached thnn the country_seats. Dr. Owen 
decided to concentrate on the most difficult places. With a band of Christian, united’ 
prayer was made for a certain town previously selected, and the native Christians 
would generously contribute days of united effort in preaching and teaching all who 
would’ listen. . At some places they were encourag ed by the attendance of the’ 
magistrate. Many interesting conversions have taken place and embryo churches 
have’ ‘been established in two of these important centers. ; 
aphaes no less remarkable development of this field has been in the growth of the 
native assistants. While only one is listed as a helper, many others are most active 
and consecrated. - They have also contributed most liberally to local home missions. 
Many meetings have been held with the leading men for conference, prayer and study, 
and doubtless many effective church offisors, lay assistants, and candidates for the 
ministry will soon be called in this field by the Lord of the harvest. 

Since the first of the year Dr. Owen has had charge of the book-room at Kwang- 
ju, from which a large number of Scriptures and other Christian books have been 
sold. He has also taken with him on his trips large supplies of books and _ tracts 
which have been scattered broad cast over this field by sale and free distribution. 

At Hingyang large crowds:assembled in the broad pavilion over the chief gate 
and listened to the gospel story. At this time two self-supporting native brethren 
assisted in the preaching, book-selling and tract distribution. Two helpers were sup- 
ported by offerings from various groups of Christians. 

An interesting visit was made to the island of Gorkwando where a number were 
taught. A pleasant surprise awaited the missionary in the nature of a good supply of 
the Scriptures which had been provided by a man of means. 

Last year at Chaposil about a dozen men were meeting in a small dirty room 
about 8 ft. square; they had to enlarge it to’three times that size. And finding that 
too small have just erected a neat little church which will seat more than 100. 

Aged people usually seem so hopeless when we try to reach them for Christ. But 
Mr. Chung of Tongbok is an exception. He has been very cordial from the first. Tas 
ever appeared eagér to learh and to have. his grandson taught. He asked to hve a 
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prayer written out that he might learn it for use at family worship, and has given other 
evidences of a genuine faith. 

Dr..Owen has gone all over this field holding classes for study and prayer, ited 
by a band of native Christian workers. 


A Jarge area has been reached in this way and influences for good hive been started’ 


that only eternity can measure. At these classes especially has the spirit of prayer been 
earnest and deyout. At one time one who was reading in prayer, while paying for his 
own father, broke down and wept. At another time the leader while praying for his 
impenitent fellow townsmen was so filled with emotion as to make it ditealt® to 
continue. : 


CONCLUSION. 


We do not feel it necessary to again call attention to the-fact that all our work - 


is established from the first on a self-supporting basis. But it will be seen from the 
foregoing how liberal and active are the native Christians. We feel grateful to God 
for all he has enabled us to accomplish. We praise Him for all His goodness to us 
and to ours. With slight and brief exceptions we have had good health and enjoyed 
the comforts of a healthful climate and our comfortable homes. We rejoice in the 
love and sympathy of the people among whom we live, and the cordial co-operation 
and Christian fellowship of-our co-workers. We rejoice in the ripening fields and the 


marvelous opportunities at hand. For all of which we thank our heayenly Father. 


We would remind the home church that this station has less than a third of the 
workers the Mission has decided would adequately man it. We would ask them to 
take a larger share in the privileges and rewards of the work now before us and 
rejoice with us in what God has already wrought and in the bright prospects im- 
mediately before us. 
Respectfully submitted on behalf of 
Kwangju Station, 
EvGENE BEtt. 
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